
 

H 
ello SBWS Members,  

I hope every one 
of you had a won-
derful Holiday cel-

ebration and were able to 
spend precious time with 
family and friends.  I want 
to wish you all a very hap-
py and healthy New Year.  
Despite the joyous season, 
I can‟t help thinking: 
“Buckle up Buttercup, here 
we go again”.  It is difficult 
to believe that we are fac-
ing yet another variant of 
Covid,  just as we started 
to feel a sense safety in “in 
person” gatherings. If 
there is a positive thing 
that can be said about the 
Omicron variant, is the fact 
that it appears to be less 
severe than previous ver-
sions and lasts a shorter 
time for most vaccinated 
people. Hopefully this, too, 
will pass in the next few 
weeks and we will be able 
to get back to some form 
of normalcy.    Speaking 
for myself, my being a 
„captive‟ at home has not 
turned me into a  
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January 10 at 7 pm. Please see page 2 for details 

 
prolific artist working on 
new exciting projects, as I 
might have hoped.   

The rain, although much 
needed, hasn‟t helped my 
creativity, either.  Knee re-
placement surgery in No-
vember slowed me down a 
bit.  I‟m looking forward to 
our demonstration this 
month, trusting that it will 
help get me back on track.  
If you share my passion for 
collecting art books, raiding 
the shelves and re-reading 
the books may well help. I 
also urge you to browse 
YouTube titles, there is 
much there for the art 
world and to help stimulate 
the creative juices. 

I hope to see you all at our 
January 10th meeting, ei-
ther in person or on Zoom.  
Stay safe, be well and let 
us exercise a bit longer 
that precious, but ever so 
difficult to master, virtue: 
patience!    

Sylvia Smullen 
SBWS President 
 

     A Word from the President 
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S 
ean Barrett is an award winning Southern California based watercolorist. His work has 
earned him signature status in prestigious watercolor organizations, including the Na-
tional Watercolor Society, American Watercolor Society, Transparent Watercolor Socie-

ty of America and Watercolor West. His watercolors have also been published in books and 
magazines, such as Watercolor Artist Magazine. 
Through his vivid, contemporary approach to watercolors, he challenges himself to paint a 

story within each painting. Striving to communicate emotion to 

the viewer, Sean often conveys 

hope as a central theme through-

out his paintings, finding the 

beauty in any subject matter, no 

matter how mundane or uncon-

ventional. 

 
 
         

            Sean Barrett—January 10 Demonstrator 

      
January 10—ZOOM Meeting 

Topic: SBWS Demo 

Time: Jan 10, 2022 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6849958170?

pwd=VENaYkN4MFBPVjdMNkJiS1pLM3hQdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 684 995 8170 

Passcode: 1BAdld 

      
January 10 - In-Person Meeting 

Destination Art   -   Time: Jan 10, 2022 07:00 PM  

1815 West 213th Street, Suite 135 Torrance, CA 90501  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6849958170?pwd=VENaYkN4MFBPVjdMNkJiS1pLM3hQdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6849958170?pwd=VENaYkN4MFBPVjdMNkJiS1pLM3hQdz09
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1815+213th+St+%23135,+Torrance,+CA+90501/@33.8358596,-118.3152329,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dd4ab071975c47:0xc0132eb2b6147214!8m2!3d33.8358596!4d-118.3130442
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     Stephanie Goldman—November Demonstrator 

Stephanie Goldman’s demonstration topic was “Designing Composition”. She 

demonstrated her process by taking a photograph of the subject and editing 

it to create the desired composition for her painting. 

The subject was an old gentleman as he was walking out of the Grand Cho-

rale Synagogue in St. Petersburg. The 

hunched way he walked and how he carried 

his coat evoked, in Stephanie, the feeling 

that he was “carrying the weight of the 

world on his back” and she knew at that 

very moment that that was going to be the 

theme of a painting. 

The photograph she took became her reference. She used it to establish the 

perspective, the composition and the design. She eliminated all detail that 

she felt was superfluous, if not distracting from 

the feeling she wanted to communicate. 

From that basis, Stephanie painted a small (10 ½ 

in x 6 in) watercolor study in which she manipu-

lated the lighting and, very importantly, chose a more limited color palette, 

which, she felt, would lend more consistency to the pictorial representation of 

her feel-

ings 

about the 

scene. 

The final 

painting, 

which 

she entitled “The Long Walk”, is a 

watercolor on board (21 in x 12 in). It 

was sold, but Stephanie could not 

hide the fact that she treasures the 

original watercolor study as much, if 

not more. 

 

 

           The study 

       The Long Walk 



 

Membership renewal is now due. Please send your check for $30 to: 

 

           Linda Thompson, Treasurer 

           2113 West 237th St. 

           Torrance, CA 90501 

 

    If you have any questions about the meeting or how to access it via  ZOOM,   

please refer your inquiries to Louisa McHugh at 773-383-0633 or 

   Louisacmchugh@gmail.com  
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                 Members News 

Louisa McHugh  exhibited in the San Diego Watercolor Society Plein Air Exhibi-

tion, which closed  on December 27. 

Louisa will be teaching two classes. 

One class,  Pen and Watercolor Techniques with emphasis on animals and in-
sects, will be at Destination Art, Wednesday mornings 9:30-12:30, starting Janu-
ary 12.  
The other class, Urban Sketching,  will be held at Art Supply Warehouse on 
Mondays from 10 to 1, starting January 10.  
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